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less universe. For the passenger, the problem is quite simple.
The cigar is safe in his mouth, and he is enjoying it.

So in the welter of doctrines there is one inescapable fact: the
experience of the individual self. We are driven back to it by
the eternal and indecisive clash of all systems. Driven back: our
inclination would be in favor of some lofty dogmatism that
would bring us both prestige and comfort. Happy is he who, in
literature, possesses a dogma that will confer authority upon
him, and excuse him from further thought! With great reluc-
tance, we are compelled to give up that hope. The essential ele-
ment in art is not the service of an abstract idea, but self-
expression.

This is the first test that will enable us to discern the literary
element from mere language. Language transmits facts 5 litera-
ture conveys personal emotion. When an astronomer discovers a
new star, he must feel intensely the solemn, the dramatic qual-
ity of the moment. As an astronomer, however, he will simply
note down that at such a time a body of such a magnitude was
seen in such a position. His awe and exultation are irrelevant.
If he expresses them in a letter or in his diary, he goes beyond
the realm of strict science, and becomes, for the nonce, a poet,
the companion of Wordsworth and Keats.

Self-expression again explains the obvious fact that literature
cannot be defined in terms of its subject matter. A mere trifle,
an epigram, a love ditty, a bacchanalian song, may survive in
literature 5 on the other hand, there is no theme that cannot be
approached objectively, scientifically, to the complete elimina-
tion of art. There are formal treatises on beauty, passion, and
God, which may be of surpassing value in esthetics, psychology
and theology, but which have no standing in literature* There
is material enough, of an obvious kind, in police records and in
the case books of psychiatrists, to fill innumerable romances or
dramas. But they have to await the transmuting touch.

And, for the same reason, literature cannot be defined in
terms of form alone. A textbook, a scientific record, written with
perfect adequacy, will yet remain outside the pale. The rules of